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Prepare a detailed plan

for each class.
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Prepare a detailed weekly schedule for
students, including daily in-class activities
and homework.
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Use the “Flipped Classroom”
instructional model.
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The focus in class should be on
student practice in using Chinese,

not on the instructor’s explanation
of how to use Chinese.
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Chinese only during first 40 minutes of
class; during last 10 minutes
instructor can explain in English and
answer questions.
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Speak in a loud voice.
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Maintain a natural rate of speech.
It’s OK to repeat, but don’t slow
down.
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R b AT AR
A EITHE,
Speak with standard Mandarin
pronunciation.

zhi-/chi-/shi- vs. zi-/ci-/si-, -en vs. -eng,
-in vs. -eng, -eng vs. -ong, n-vs. |- vs. r-, er vs. e
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INRFERAEZEBE,
FWERFIERE,
If you use Hanyu Pinyin,
use it correctly.
1IEFE: xiexie §EFR: xiexie, xie xie, xiexie, XieXie

1IEFE: Taibéi E58R: tai béi, taibéi, Taibel, Tai Béi,
TaiBéi
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Begin and end every class
punctually, even if some of the
students have not yet arrived.
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Give a 3-minute quiz at the beginning of
class to serve as incentive for students to
prepare and to attend class punctually.
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e o m b, UEEIAE,
A EHEBREERNEE,

When practicing pronunciation,
focus on syllables; don’t try to
practice initials or finals alone.

IEFE: baylweéng wei $BER: b- -U -ueng -ui
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Giving students Chinese names

helps maintain a “Chinese only”
atmosphere.
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Make frequent use of Chinese
classroom phrases like Qing gén wo
shuO, Zai shuo yibian, Qing ni weén t3,
Qing ba gongke gei wo, Dijisheng?
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Call on students randomly, but
ensure that all students have an

approximately equal number of
opportunities to practice.
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The instructor should first ask the
question before calling out the

name of the student who is to
answer.
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Address questions directly to individual
students and avoid addressing questions

to the class as a whole or asking who
would like to answer.
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The instructor first asks 2-3 students a
guestion, then has student A ask
student B a question, and likewise with
the other students in the class.
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Start the first few weeks or months
with speaking/listening only, don’t
teach characters until students
have a foundation in speaking.
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Implement student-centered classes;
instructors should avoid talking too
much, lest they infringe on students’
time and opportunities to practice
speaking.
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Move at a brlsk pace, make every
second count!
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The instructor should stand and
move around frequently.
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Sometimes have pairs of students
stand up and act out situations in
Chinese using props.
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When doing repetition drills, build

up from the back and avoid
repeating along with students.
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Have students memorize a dialog at home
each day and perform it in class the next
day, with teacher making corrections. Then
ask questions and do exercises based on
grammar, vocabulary, and functions in
dialog.
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When practicing speaking and

listening, students’ textbooks
should be closed.
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Correct students’ errors diligently. Don’t
explain, just say the correct sentence
and have the student repeat, then have
the whole class repeat.
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Give each student a daily grade
based on class performance.
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If you occasionally have students
divide into small groups, assign a
clear task and set a 3-5-minute
time limit.
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Plan carefully the order of instructional
activities in a class, ordering them
according to difficulty and aiming for
smooth transitions from one to the next.
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Whether you write traditional
characters or simplified characters,
write correctly and consistently.
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Students should learn to recognize
both traditional and simplified
characters, but it’s sufficient if they
can write one kind correctly.
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To reduce the learning load, teach
only the characters for words that
have already come up in the
spoken curriculum.
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In Chinese language class, don’t
teach Chinese culture in English or
practice calligraphy, paper cutting,

or Chinese knot tying, etc.
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Return corrected homework,

quizzes, and tests at the end of
class.
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Always maintain student-teacher
boundaries.



