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The Five C's of Foreign Language
Education ( Standards, 1996 )
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e Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between
the practices and perspectives of the cultures studied.
e Students demonstrate and understanding of the relationship between

the products and perspectives of the cultures studied.
SEATIS (2007 )
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¢ Perspectives
(meanings, attitudes, values, ideas)

Products
(books, tools, foods,
Laws, music, games)

Practices
(patterns of social interactions)

Standards for Foreign Language Learning ( 1996 )
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1. Do you believe it is necessary to incorporate culture into language

courses? If so, why?

2. What aspects of Chinese culture do you think you have learned

from your language course this semester?

3. Are there any implicit cultural phenomena that you have observed

and would like to explore further, but have not been addressed in this ¢
®

] O -

semester?



Questionl : B4 (NE °

1. There's a very important saying that | as a scholar and global
citizen live by, and that is that humans do not exist in a vacuum.
Our history, culture and language all develop simultaneously, so
students must learn embedded cultural nuance and language
structure. Generally speaking, each culture has special customs,

so students must know the culture of that country to respond.



Questionl : 24 (1) xE °

1. | believe culture is necessary to incorporate into language courses
given that it is not truly possible to learn a language completely without
an understanding of its culture of origin, history, and modern-day
application of speakers. The entire purpose of learning a language is to
be able to communicate and understand a culture that is considered to
be foreign or different from what you already know and, therefore,
language learning is best taught when it is grounded in its cultural

context.



Question?2 : 24 ()

2. There was a lot | didn't know! The U.S. is predominantly Christian, or at the very

least, has more followers of the Big 3 Abrahamic religions, so following the Lunar
Calendar, doing ¥¥#§ at Buddhist Temples and understanding older Chinese funerary ®
and marriage rites were all something very unfamiliar to me! | think a lot of Americans
who are not of Chinese heritage would be really interested in ancient superstition

passed along and how that plays a role in shaping cultural traditions inherited in Taiwan
today. For example, we in the west have associated the number 13 as a number of bad
luck and misfortune for a few thousand years now, and while people don't necessarily
still hold on to the same conceptions, it is still a superstition that is very common to

hear and is embedded in our culture. Here | see it more with the number 4, which |

always thought was a very interesting link across multiple eastern countries.



Question3 : 24 ()&

3. BABHRXEHERSIR - FENE “collectivist culture.” ZEF TS EBR
ZEPNER  BEBFXMIEEZE - Collectivism and its influence on people is
not wholly unfamiliar to me, but | am still culturally and educated as an
American, which means | am still more 'individualist' than even my family in
Mexico. With my &&HB A - | notice that even if they are considered by other
Talwanese colleagues to be more 'western' and 'individualist', the way that we
would both approach the same types of conflict and social situations is still
relatively different and also rich with different nuance. | would like to explore

the social dimensions of interpersonal communication more while I am here!



Question? ~ 3 : B4 (1) 4°

2. | have learned a great deal about Chinese culture including, but not limited

to, the: religious history, philosophy, the meaning of certain character radicals,
and formal written language.

3. If at all possible, | would like to understand the perception of what America
and foreigners are like in Taiwan, given that | have had many circumstances of
people staring at me, not wanting to talk to me in Chinese, wanting to take
photos together, etc. In many ways, | have begun to experience so minor cases
of "culture shock" in Taiwan and | am wondering how to better navigate that in

the coming semesters moving forward.
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1. Do you believe it is necessary to incorporate culture into

language courses? If so, why?
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2. What aspects of Chinese culture do you think you have learned

from your language course this semester?
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3. Are there any implicit cultural phenomena that you have

observed and would like to explore further, but have not been .

addressed in this semester?
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Thanks for your
attention !

4Ct42 CHI SUN-LI B4 chisunli55@gmail.com
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